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e cradits include
ispiaced and Balrnan Begins, plays Besi
the Delinauent. Fowlers manal ars oack-
ground includes both Gung Fu and Capoena

Beau Fowlar whos

as wellas use of the stafftand sword
Fowler's character s drewn into Ihe competi-
tion inthe hope of making a petier fite'lor
hirmself and his gidfiend The fiim serves as
a good showcase for Fowler's veny gyiminas
ic-style of marial ars action. Leon Sua plays
Leon, The Trad fighting to regeam himssltin
theeyes of his masters. Sua’s credits include
both Tormarmow: Mever Dres and Cie Ancthier
v Day, Guy Ritchie's Revolver and

Batman Begms: Coming trom a
I =clid Chinese martial arts back-
ground, Sua has trained n the
Shaolin martial arts both unanmed
and with weapons, especially the
broadsword,and was given the
oppartunity and henour of training the
1 younger monks at thie Shaslin Temple
durng-a trip to.Chna with
fhe LK leam, Sua hasa
N VENY Sirong cinematic

presencs; brnging a real
sense of menace: bt alsoan
irner sirife 1o -his character,

Marial arts champion,

Zgra Pythian

TiaKEers 1 d whohoids
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thirteen World Martial Ars Tilles and
miore than thirty British and Eurcpean
tilles and whose film credits nclude
Crops-and the-fortheoming Furor,
plays the role of Zara, the Teacher
Her character is a seemingly vulner-

able young wornan working within
the sometimes nghtening British
education system, who shows hat
inner strenglh and courage as the
only female competitor in'the
tournamaent. Itsa good role for
Pythian and showcases he
impressive martial ans skills 1o
very-good effect, she has a

great inok and withihe rght

projects could go far

Glenn Salvage the star of Leff For
Diead and The Siencer plays the char- l'r
acter of Father Salvags, the Priest \
finhting for his Parish and the chance
o:make a differance, it's a good roie
for Salvage; and it makes for an inter-
esting idea.,, Salvage gets 1o bring his
skills-asa fighter into play in his standoul
scens against Nathan Lewis'inthe film

Mathan ‘The Megatron' Lewis, three limes
Wiarld Kickboxing Champion and four tmes

British Kickboxing Chamipian plays
Mathan, the ex-comact Lewis's martial



arts background includes Kickboxing, Karate Lau Gar
Kung Fu and much more inciuding knowledge of a good
rnar;y weapons including the broadsword, nunchiuku and
the three-section stafl. Lewis’ credits as a performer
inclucle Batman Begins, Doctor Who, Torchwood
Displaced, Fight School where he played the Sifu and mos!
recently The Bodyguard: A New Beginning shai in Hong
Kong and the UK

Mark Strange plays Mark, the Homeless fighter Strange
has more than twenty years martial arts experience behind
him and his film credilts include Batman Begins, Displace
Twins Effect, The Medalifon, Tough Justice and mosl recent-
Iy The Bodyguard: A New Beginning. Strange is one of the
industry’s genuine nice guys, highly skiled but lacking in
ego and arrogance. he shows his potential as the home-
lzss fighter, hoping o be able to provide for his family.
Strange really gets lo showcase his martial arts skills to full
elfect in the film

ividuality and backstory to make

the story with enough drama and the
you care for them.

Underground marks a very impressive
directorial debut for the film's wiriter,
producer and director, Chee Keong
Cheung who also manages to invest
main characters with enough

Scott Houston plays the Kid, a ighter hoping 10 make a
narme for himsall and his family in the underground light
game. Houston is a lrained karateka and Kickboxer as well
as an axponent of Parkour/free running, he miakes his fea-
ture debut in the film. Former Tagkwondo Champion
William Mickleburgh plays William the Instructor, a fighter
whao wants the chance 1o show his skills in the
real world and benefit his family. Mickleburgh's
credits as an actor include Harbour Lights,
Alitta, Bertie & Elizabeth and Without Mofive
starring Ross Kemp Micklieburgh is an accom
plished TKD'ist and gets a nice chance 1o
shiow his ablity in the hilm

Fomer Chinese Circus Acrobat and Wushu shdist
Liang Yang plays the role of the Foreigner, fighting
for the chance of a better life for himself and 1o fulfil
the dreams he has fived for. It's.a greal introductory
role for Liang who will also be seen in His Dark
Materials: The Golden Compass, as he not only gets 1o
showcase his very impressive Chinese martial arls
skills but also s potential as an actor, showing a
good range of emation in the film. Former South
frican based stunt fighter Shane Steyn has more
than fifteen years experience in both Karate and
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Taekwondn, as well as stunl experience in such
firns as Coled Harvest with Gary Daniels, The
Porifiers. L eft For Descl and Soul Searcher.

Slewyr plays St Steyn, the: Police Officer who is
fighting 10 help his molher and perhaps escaps
his expenences dealing with ife on the Sfrecsts.
Martial artis! Chris Smith makes his mowve
debul as Corporal Smith, the Saoldisr fighting
fear, thee hell af ill Smith comes Irem & vy
diverse manial arts background having studied
Eskrimna, Muay Thai, Ju-jitsu, Boxng and Greco
Rorman wrestling as well as a vanety of

weapons shyles.

Whille Joey Ansah, recently seen as Mall
Darmon's Morroco Based nemesis in The
Bogirne Liimaturm, plays Joey the model and
gets 1o show his style and martial ars skills 1o
full effect. The cast is rounded out by a numbers
of lamifiar faces playing the Entrepreneurs
involved in the fights including Danny John
Jules Irom Red Dwar and Blace 2, Gary
Webster. Carson Lau seen recently in Out for a
Kilf with Steven Seagal, Leonared Fenton still
best known as Dr. Legg lrom Easlenders
Sophile Linketd from The Football Factony and in
a non-fighting robe, Gordon Alexander from
Stcker Punch and The Puifers. A special men-
lion also goes o Fidel Nanton who plays The
Organizer’ who runs the compelition

e i Tight ehareography 1s By highly
respected light choreographes Dave Forman
whose credils range rom Bafrman Beging, The

Ihemselves throwing the punches and kicks

and taking the hits and falls. His action has a
powerful, realistic feal to it withoul straing too
faar ey the highly stylized Hong Kong style bul
still incorporates some lfashy and vary spectac-
ular technigues into a solid style of fight action

Highligghts action-wise would have (o include
Ihe AWOL-esque fight betweean Mark Strange’s
characler and Leon the Triad, which sees both
mien taking some majer hits while showing (heir
miartial arls skills to [ull effect; the battie
between (he Foreigner and the

Dedincguent where both men gel 1o

show ther acrobatic styles n a very

exciling fight; as well as the battle

betwesn Sgl Sleyn and the

Foreigner which sees balh men

pulling off some very Impressive

high impact reactions. The fight

between fara and Joey lhe

moded mmight not be the

most polifically correct

but il's & good

one, and

rermincls you

Ihal thewy're

Tightinegy for

money, nod for

fun. The final

challange

which pits three

of the fighters

against a

and

British m

ant fiure
MATTHEW
DAWSON

Last Samurad, several James Bond movies number of
inciuding e Amother Day and The Word s Not

Enovgh and the recent reworking of Doclar

armedl
opponents 0 sea
Wiho with David Tennant. Forman also played which of them is
Leonardo n Teenage Motan Mrya luties and
5 currently working on The Mummy 3 in China
His chorecgraphy works very well hera, there's

no wirework, 1o stunl doubles, it's the fighters

warthy of a place in

the final s Impressive,

as is the final baftke
between lwo highly skilled
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